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The role of the Club Irish Language and Cultural Officer is to provide advice 
to the Clubõs officers in supporting the National Language and Culture as 
well as actively promoting the Irish language within the Club.  

 

! ŎƘŀƛǊŘŜΣ ŦłƛƭǘŜ ǊƻƛƳƘ ƎŀŎƘ ŘǳƛƴŜ ŀƴƻŎƘǘ Ǝƻ Řǟ ŎǊǳƛƴƴƛǵ Ŏƛƴƴ ōƘƭƛŀƴŀ bŀƻƳƘ 

{ƘŜƻǎŀƳƘ DƻǊǘ [ƛƻƳłƴΦ ¢ł ǎŞ ŘŜŀŎŀƛǊ ŀ ŎƘǊŜƛŘƛǵƛƴǘ Ǝƻ ōƘŦǳƛƭ нлнр ōŜŀƎƴŀŎƘ 

ǘƘŀǊǘΦ bŀŎƘ ƛƻƴǘŀŎƘ ŀƴ ōƘƭƛŀƛƴ ŀ ōƘƝ ŀƎŀƛƴƴ ǎŀ ŎƘƭǳōΦ .ƘƝƻƳŀǊ Ǝƻ ƭŞƛǊ ǘƽƎǘƘŀ ƭŜ 

ƘƛŀǊǊŀŎƘǘŀƝ ŦƻƛǊŜŀƴƴ ǎƘƛƴǎƛǊ ƴŀ ǇŜƛƭŜ ŀ ǎƘǊƻƛŎƘ ŎƭǳƛŎƘŜ ŎŜŀƴƴŀƛǎ ŀƴ ŎƘƻƴǘŀŜ 

ŘŜƴ ŎƘŞŀŘ ǳŀƛǊ ƽ нлмнΦ ¢ƘǊƻƛŘ ǎƛŀŘ Ǝƻ ŮƻŎƘƳƘŀǊ ŀƎ ƭŞƛǊƛǵ ŀ ƎŎŀǊŀŎƘǘŀǊ ŀƎǳǎ ŀ 
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ŎǊŀƻōƘ ŀƴ ŎƘƻƴǘŀŜ ƛ ƳƝ 5ƘŜƛǊŜŀŘƘ CƽƳƘŀƛǊΦ ¢ƘŀƛǎǇŜłƛƴ ǎƛŀŘ ŀ ǎŎƛƭŜŀƴƴŀ ŀƎǳǎ 
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ŎƘǵƛǎ ōƘǊƽŘǵƛƭ Ş Ǝƻ ǊŀƛōƘ DǊŀƘŀƳ .ŀƭƭ ǊƻƎƘƴŀƛǘƘŜ ƳŀǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŀŜƴ ƴŀ ŦƻƛǊƴŜΦ !Ǌ 

ŀƴ ŘǊƻŎƘǳŀƛǊΣ ŎƘŀƛƭƭ ǎƛŀŘ ŀƳŀŎƘ ƛ ƎŎƭǳƛŎƘŜ ŎŜŀƴƴŀƛǎ ƴŀ Ƙ;ƛǊŜŀƴƴ ƛƴ ŀƎƘŀƛŘƘ 

tƻǊǘ [łƛǊƎŜΦ  

!Ǝ ŦŞŀŎƘŀƛƴǘ ŀǊ ŀƎƘŀƛŘƘ Ǝƻ нлнсΣ ǘł ŀ ƭłƴ ŦŞƛŘŜŀǊŀŎƘǘŀƝ ŀƎŀƛƴƴ ǎŀ ŎƘƭǳōΦ ¢ł 

ŎƽƛǘǎŜłƭŀƛǘƘŜ ŘŜƴ ŎƘŞŀŘ ǎŎƻǘƘ ŀƎŀƛƴƴΦ {ǇǊŜŀƎŀƴƴ ǎƛŀŘ ŀƴ ŎƘŞŀŘ ƎƘƭǵƛƴ ŜƛƭŜ ŀƎ 

ƳǵƛƴŜŀŘƘ ƴŀ ǎŎƛƭŜŀƴƴŀ ŘƽƛōƘ ŀƎǳǎ ŀƎ ŎǳǊ ŎƻƳƘŀƛǊƭŜ ƻǊǘƘǳΦ ¢ł ǎǳƝƻƳƘ ŎŜŀƴπ

ƴŀƛǘƘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴƴ ŎƘǳƴ ƴŀ ƘłƛǎŜŀƴƴŀ ŀ ƭŜŀǘƘƴǵ ŀƴǎŜƻ ƛ ƴDƻƛǊǟƴΦ .ŜƛƳƛŘ ŀƎ 

ƛƻƳŀƝƻŎƘǘ ŀǊ ƴŀ ƭŞƛōƘŞƛƭ ƛǎ ŀƛǊŘŜ ǎŀƴ ƛƻƳłƴŀƝƻŎƘǘ ŀƎǳǎ ǎŀ ǇƘŜƛƭ ƛ нлнс ŀƎǳǎ ǘł 

łǊ Ƴōŀƛƭƭ ŀƎ ƳŞŀŘǵ ŀƴ ǘ-ŀƳ ŀǊ ŦŀŘΦ DǳƝƳƛŘ ƎŀŎƘ ǊŀǘƘ ƻǊŀƛōƘǎŜ Ǝƻ ƭŞƛǊΦ 

bƻƭƭŀƛƎ ǎƘƻƴŀ ŀƎǳǎ ŀǘƘōƘƭƛŀƛƴ Ŧŀƻƛ ƳƘŀƛǎŜ ŘŀƻƛōƘ Ǝƻ ƭŞƛǊΦ 

 

Eamon Clohessy, Club Irish Language and Cultural Officer / Oifigeach 

Gaeilge agus Cult¼ir an Chlub  
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Healthy Club Updates 
Gold Healthy Club Award Achievement; We are proud to share that our club was honoured with 
the Gold Healthy Club Award in October. This recognition celebrates the commitment of our 
members, volunteers, and community to promoting health and wellbeing through sport and inclu-
sion.  Receiving this award is a testament to the hard work and dedication of everyone involved, and 
we look forward to building on this success in the year ahead. 
 
Dermot Earley Youth Leadership Initiative; On Saturday November 22nd, our 2025 Dermot Ear-
ley Leaders were formally awarded their Level 6 Certificate in Youth Leadership and Communi-
ty Action by the University of Galway, marking the culmination of a transformative journey in 
leadership, teamwork, and community impact.  Weôre incredibly proud of their achievements and 
the positive energy theyôve brought to our club and community.  
A word of thanks needs to go to all the volunteers who are facilitating this Programme in the 
club.June Harte, Sinead Lahiffe, Michelle Nolan, Owen OôConnor, Mark Flood, Angela OôHalloran, 
Margaret Lahiffe, Triona OôMeara, Ed Corry, Roseanne Healy, Lianda McGuire, Barry McGuire.  
We are extremely grateful for the generous funding provided last year. Your support played a vital 
role in helping our young leaders thrive through the Dermot Earley Youth Leadership Initiative. 
As we welcome our largest-ever group for 2025/2026 (27 young people), we would be equally de-
lighted to receive your support again this yearðif possible. Continued funding would allow us to 
expand opportunities, enhance resources, and ensure every participant benefits fully from this trans-
formative experience. 
 
Movember Ahead of the Game; We held a Movember Ahead of the Game workshop in October 
with the U15 Boys Hurling/Football team.   Delivered by past and present intercounty players, the 
workshop helps young athletes: Understand mental health and emotional wellbeing; Build mental 
fitness to handle challenges in sport and life, Strengthen team bonds through open, supportive con-
versations.  Itôs part of a nationwide effort by the GAA, GPA, and Movember to empower players, 
coaches, and parents with the tools to support themselves and each other. 
 
Concussion Awareness: Vital Guidelines for All Coaches; Our club recently shared updated Con-
cussion Guidelines on social media, and we want to emphasize how crucial it is that all coaches 
take the time to read and understand this information thoroughly.  These guidelines are now availa-
ble under the Resources section of our club website and outline best practices for: Recognizing 
signs and symptoms of concussion; Responding appropriately during training and matches; Ensuring 
safe return-to-play protocols;  Concussion is a serious issue, and following these guidelines is essen-
tial to protect the health and safety of our players. We ask every coach to review the material and 
apply it consistently across all age groups and teams. 
 
Nutrition Workshop Update ï February 2025; Earlier this year, the club arranged a nutrition 
workshop with Gr§inne Travers for our U16 Girls and Boys teams. While the boysô side showed 
strong interest, unfortunately, the response from the girlsô side was quite limited, and we had to 
postpone the session.  We want to acknowledge this and ensure itôs taken into account as we plan 
future wellbeing initiatives. Nutrition plays a vital role in athletic development, and we remain com-
mitted to providing equal opportunities for all players to benefit from expert guidance. 
 
GAA Inclusive All Stars Update; he GAA Inclusive All Stars programme has just wrapped up a 
fantastic 9 week run. We are delighted to share that 15 children took part, supported by our won-
derful team of volunteers whose dedication made the programme such a success.  The energy, 
teamwork, and smiles over the past weeks have been inspiring, and weôre already looking forward to 
welcoming everyone back when the programme resumes in Spring 2026.  Thank you to all the fam-
ilies and volunteers who continue to make Inclusive All Stars such a special part of our community! 
 
SummaryðOur website hosts a range of essential resources and policies that every coach and par-
ent should be familiar with to help foster a safe, healthy, and inclusive sporting environment. Topics 
include guidance on gambling and substance use, practical tips for promoting healthy eating habits, 
and clear standards around inclusion and respectful behaviour. These materials are designed to sup-
port adults in creating positive experiences for young athletesðon and off the fieldðand we en-
courage everyone involved to take a few moments to explore and understand them. 
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U6 & u7 Hurling & Football 
The boys participated in the St Patricks Day Parade on the 17th March, which for some of the 
boys was their first experience of being part of our club. They thoroughly enjoyed marching 
with their teammates and wore their parish colours proudly.   Our season began on pitch 4 on 
the 2nd April. Athletic activities develop the basic skills of human movement, without which it 
is impossible to excel at any sport. It is important that children build up a good aerobic base 
during their early years and on this basis we focussed our session plans on producing the athlete 
first and the player second.   Our hurling and football sessions complimented each other and 
had a consistent approach to fundamental movements while also developing various skill tech-
niques in line with club player pathway.  Every four weeks we sent out a summary of what was 
covered at the sessions along with a correct technique document on practice tips and videos to 
encourage parents to help the boys with their practice at home.   In week 9 in line with current 
guidance on giving the boys variety we had a ñsports dayò themed week, which allowed the 
boys and coaches to have a bit of fun with some races and games. Throughout the season again 
in line with our club ethos, we had various activities to provide the boys with a good introduc-
tion to our club and a sense of grass roots and community.  In our first session we provided the 
boys with our club values sheet ñcourage, respect, honestyò for themselves and their parents to 
sign and display proudly in their home.  Each week the boys who displayed these values were 
given a player of the week trophy. It was lovely to see the excitement and pride in their faces.   
To provide the boys with the history of our club crest we held talks hosted by Joe Queally at the 
Bunnow in Inner Doora where the arch and the head of the Irish wolfhound reside. Given that 
we had 85 registered members we needed to hold the talks over a number of mornings/
evenings. A big thank you to Joe for giving his free time to pass on his knowledge and passion 
of the Club history to the boys.  It was a lovely community event which both parents and boys 
enjoyed.   We also stamped the boys hurleys with the club crest so they could have a visual of it 
at all times.  We held a club crest colouring competition which was very popular with the boys 
and they displayed their colourings proudly in the kitchen of our club house.  The prizes which 
were kindly donated by our club shop were presented by Peter Duggan at our end of season par-
ty.  In an effort for the boys to become familiar with our Senior team players we were delighted 
to welcome at different points during the season some of our Senior Football and Hurling play-
ers to coach the boys.  The boys really enjoyed meeting the players and hopefully we can en-
courage this even more across other age groups for next season.  The boys participated in a 
number of football and hurling go games blitzes during the season. It was great to see them all 
developing their skills and enjoying playing with their teammates and we canôt leave out men-
tioning the extremely popular orange slices.  We were invited to Clarecastle in August and 
Craughwell in September for a hurling blitz who were very hospitable to us and the boys thor-
oughly enjoyed the blitz.  There was great excitement for our 7s boys who had the honour of 
playing at half time in round 3 of the Senior Football Championship in Clarecastle v Cratloe 
and in Zimmer Biomet P§irc Chiosog for round 3 of the Senior Hurling Championship v 
Sixmilebridge.  The boys did the parish proud with great displays of club values. It was lovely 
to see them all cheering on their Senior team with great enthusiasm.  We finished the season 
with an internal hurling and football blitz. We were delighted to have the Junior B Hurlers, the 
U13 Boys footballers and hurlers come to the pitch with their winning trophies and meet and 
chat with the boys.  Peter Duggan was also at the pitch and the boys were very excited to get his 
autograph and chat with him.  We would like to thank all the coaches for their time, dedication 
and enthusiasm each week. It really made a difference to the boys and was lovely to see the 
progression that the boys made throughout the season both athletically, skillfully and socially.  
Also thank you to those coaches who invested their time to attend training courses and work-
shops during the season. It will definitely benefit the boys going forward and we could encour-
age you during the off season to attend more.   Thank you to the club officials for your support 
during the season. It is very much appreciated.   Thank you to the parents who sponsored end of 
season keyrings, compiled playlists, gave generous donations for treats etc. for the boys.  Thank 
you to all the parents that made the effort to bring the to training and were always willing to 
give a hand when asked. It is greatly appreciated and the boys are very lucky to have such com-
mitted parents.   We hope you all have a lovely Christmas. Please encourage the boys to keep 
practicing over the winter break and we look forward to seeing all the boys back in 2026. U6 & 

U7 hurling and football 
Managements  
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U8 & u9 Hurling & Football 
Our season commenced on the 16th of February with Astro Turf sessions weekly until we 
moved to grass pitches on 23rd March. As a combined Hurling & Football coaching group, 
with an ethos of working collaboratively our aim was to utilize the latest science and research 
informed approaches to optimize our training sessions. These were delivered through 4-week 
training blocks, focusing on developmental and age-appropriate skills and competencies for 
both codes, in line with identified player pathways, incorporating fundamental movements as 
the key foundation to all Gaelic Games. At the end of each block there was a review conduct-
ed to assess and plan the next block of training.  Our first blitz of the season was Football, on 
the 05th of April, where we welcomed the Footballers from nearby neighbours Clarecastle and 
The Banner. The excitement was palpable as the boys pulled on the parish jersey with pride 
and got an opportunity to show off their Football skills. On April 12th our first Hurling Blitz 
took place against Broadford, Bodyke and Whitegate in Broadford. There was a fantastic dis-
play of club values of Honesty, Courage and Respect on display in addition to the hurling 
skills on show. The Go Games schedule progressed weekly from there with a Go Games blitz 
taking place on alternate weekends for Hurling and Football from 05th April up until 18th July.   
On 24th May our U9 boys travelled to neighboring Clarenbridge in Galway where they partic-
ipated in an U9 festival of hurling, where they received a fantastic welcome and outstanding 
hospitality. The boys faced teams from James Stephens (Kilkenny), Clarenbridge, Moycullen 
and Rahoon/Newcastle (Galway) and Kiladangan (Tipperary). The committed and skillful 
hurling on display while enduring tough weather conditions by the boys was reminiscent of 
some of the great battles had between our county teams over the years.   July saw our U9 boys 
grace the pitch in P§irc Chios·g attending the Zimmer Biomet monster blitzes in both hurling 
and football. In this the hurlers faced Newmarket on Fergus, Tubber, Scarriff and OôCalla-
ghanôs Mills (Clare) as well as Oranmore Maree (Galway), while the footballers faced Na Pi-
arsaigh (Limerick), Tuam Stars (Galway) and St Josephôs Milltown (Clare). In these our boys 
gave a very strong account of themselves and had great fun throughout representing them-
selves and the club with distinction while thoroughly enjoying getting an outing in the county 
grounds.   Later in July saw the commencement of the senior club championships, which of-
fered the boys the opportunity to display their wares at half time games in the Senior Hurling 
championship game versus Crusheen, in P§irc Chios·g, and during the Senior Football cham-
pionship game against Kildysart, in Clarecastle. In these the boys showed their significant 
progression in their playing and athletic skills as well as adding their significant contribution 
to cheering on our senior teams with vigor from the sidelines.  Our final blitz for the group 
saw our U8 boys play Kilmihil, in a football blitz in Kilmihil, where the younger boys 
showed impressive football skills acquitting themselves admirably.  Our season as a group 
wound down with Athenry U9 hurlers visiting Gurteen on Sunday 31st August with a Clare 
Vôs Galway themed duel displaying all that is good from our game from a skill and commit-
ment perspective. The 13th of September saw our boys travel to Athenry where they joined 
teams from Monaleen (Limerick), Sixmilebridge as well as Athenry and Killimordaly 
(Galway) for an U9 festival of Hurling. Our boys were treated with fantastic hospitality from 
the hosts with all teams exiting the dressing rooms to the Sunday Game Theme tune before 
lining up for Amhr§n na bhFiann. From there the hurling was helter skelter with no quarter 
given by any team with games played in a very competitive and sporting manner.    With 75 
players registered across both football and hurling codes, significant participation was seen at 
training throughout the season. Thankfully, having such a committed and enthusiastic coach-
ing group ensured sessions and blitzes were run in an enjoyable and efficient manner. Heart-
felt thanks to all the coaches who gave their time tirelessly throughout the season. A word of 
thanks also to the parents who continued to bring the lads to training sessions and travel the 
length and breadth of the county and beyond for matches. Thanks to the club for their contin-
ued support by making facilities accessible for training while also ensuring sufficient gear 
was always available. Lastly, as a coaching group it is very rewarding to witness the develop-
ment in confidence and skill level of the boys, so a special word of thanks and well done to 
every boy.    
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U11 Football 
The U11ôs enjoyed a progressive season in 2025. The group joined up in Sept 2024 and 
played Go Games together right through to August 2025. This group being made up of 2015 
& 2014 born boys.  Training focused on developing the players mobility and movement along 
with various skills drills. Coaches and players worked hard on building a respectful environ-
ment where the focus went into ourselves.  We enjoyed some great away days with trips to 
Ballinasloe,  Miltown, Monaleen, Salt-hill & a rainy Corofin. Along with all our home match-
es it allowed the boys grow as footballers.  We concluded in 2025 with an away blitz against a 
strong Lissycasey team where the DB boys showed what a great team they had become with a 
gritty and skillful display which made all the coaches proud.  We look forward to joining up 
together again in Sept 2026.  Peter Hennessy 
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U13 Football 
The 2025 football season was very enjoyable for the U13 footballers. This was reflected in 
the almost 90% turnout for training and challenge matches across the season. With fifty foot-
ballers in this age category, St. Josephôs were able to field teams in the Division A, Division 
C and Academy levels. The coaching group enjoyed supporting the players' development in 
our many high energy training sessions - which often ended in fading light with the boys de-
manding óone more ballô. The playersô commitment to advancing their skills and learning 
how to play as a team in competitive games was admirable. They ended the season as winners 
of Division A, Division C and the Academy is Shield. Our final training session with the 2013 
and 2014 cohort was under lights on the Astro on the 29th October.  Declan Lannon & John 
Garvey 
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U13 Hurling 
 

The U13 hurling season kicked off with training on Sat 8th Feb as the Astro winter hurling 
programme came to an end. With 55 active players, we entered 3 teams in the U13 competi-
tions in 2025 which commenced in early April.  

We played our first challenge games on Sat 1st March and, over the course of the season, we 
played challenge games against Tynagh Abbey-Duniry, Monaleen, Michael Cusacks, 
Craughwell, Crusheen-Tubber, Clarecastle, Clarinbridge and Newport. Competition got un-
derway in the 'A' championship on the 12th April with a comprehensive win against Clarecas-
tle. Further wins followed against Kilmaley, Cratloe and Newmarket to book a home quarter-
final spot against Inagh-Kilnamona. The lads put in a magnificent performance against the 
combo and recorded a big win to set up a semi-final clash against Ballyea. The semi-final was 
played in Clarecastle on 5th July. The boys put in a spirited performance and rebounded from 
several sucker punch goals, showing plenty of grit and skill, but, ultimately, went down to a 
physically powerful and talented Ballyea team who went on to win the final comfortably. 

The Academy teams also performed really well throughout their campaigns. The Academy A 
team recorded wins against Kilmaley, Clooney-Quin, Newmarket and Ballyea. We were pit-
ted against Ballyea again in the final in Gurteen on 1st July and recorded a big win to secure 
the Academy A competition with some excellent hurling played throughout the campaign. 
The Academy B had a great run as well, recording wins over Inagh-Kilnamona and Cratloe, 
sandwiched by an away defeat to Crusheen-Tubber. We met Crusheen-Tubber again in the 
final on 2nd July, also in Gurteen, and, despite a gutsy display, we went down to a very strong 
CT outfit. 

Attendance throughout the season was high, the group continues to gel well and, as a coach-
ing group, we were very pleased with their effort and development during the season. They 
are a talented and committed bunch of players with a bright future in the game. Later in the 
year we were invited to participate in the Brother Cunningham Memorial tournament in Mid-
leton on the October bank holiday Monday. A native of Doon, Br. Cunningham spent time 
coaching underage teams in our own club and in Midleton. We travelled with our 2012 born 
boys and they performed brilliantly with wins over Doon and 2 teams from Midleton to clinch 
the tournament title which was a nice way to bookend the season. 

I would like to thank Ken Kennedy and the entire U13 coaching group for your great support 
and effort during the season, Thank you also to the Underage Hurling Committee for your 
support and to Joe McNamara and the field committee for making the pitches available during 
the season. We also appreciate the strong co-operation we enjoyed with Declan Lannon and 
John Garvey during the season, it was logistically challenging at times with the number of 
games coming at us in both codes! Thanks to John O'Loughlin and PWC for sponsoring jer-
seys for the season, the feedback from the players was that the jerseys were "class"! Finally, 
thank you to the parents for your encouragement of the boys, your support and your willing-
ness to travel where necessary for training and matches. 

Darragh O'Driscoll 
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Some photos of our year 
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Fionn OõBrien Festival Of Hurling  
 

U12 Hurling Report 

The U12  Hurlers returned to training in August after the summer break. The group included 
2013 born boys who had taken part in academy and u13 championship earlier in the year and 
2014 born  boys  who graduated from the U11 Go Games. Panel numbers have remained high 
with 60 boys consistently available for Go Games and training. As a management group we 
are very fortunate to have so many young committed and talented players. 

The U12 Go Games commenced on the weekend of 11th September when we were away to 
Clooney/Quin with 2 teams and home  to Corofin and Ennistymon with another 2 teams.Over 
the following weeks we played Go Games against Clarecastle, Cratloe, Banner and Crusheen. 
We finished the schedule of Go Games on weekend of 25th October against Feakle/Kilanena, 
Whitegate and Sixmilebridge. The boys hurling skills including striking and ball handling  are 
consistently developing. 

On Saturday 20th September for the second year running we held The Fionn O Brien Festival 
Of Hurling. We had Michael Cusacks GAA Galway, OranmoreMaree GAA  Galway and 
O'Loughlin Gaels GAA  Kilkenny. join us in Gurteen.  Again it was a brilliant occasion with 
some great displays of hurling from four very talented hurling clubs. We were very fortunate 
that the weather held up well on the day and a big thank you must go to Joe Mac and the field 
committee for  how well the fields and facilities looked on the day. Also a big thank you to 
Enda @ Galvin Construction who sponsored the entire panel with half- zips for the festival. 
While some of the results didn't go our way on the day, we had 60 boys get  very valuable 
game time against strong opposition which can only benefit their development in the long 
term. We would like to thank Pat, Michelle, Sadhbh, Conor and Niall O'Brien family for 
kindly sponsoring a cup for the festival and also to thank Sadhbh for presenting the cup to 
O'Loughlin Gaels who were victorious on the day.  The Club will continue to carry on with 
this festival and develop it as the years go on. 

Finally, we would like to thank all the boys for their commitment, dedication and enthusiasm 
during the year and to the parents for their continued support. Enjoy the break over the Xmas 
and we look forward to returning back to training in 2026 with the boys. 

U 12  Hurling Coaches Ken Kennedy, Brian Carmody, Simon Kelleher, Ian Ryan, Michael 
Fitzpatrick, James Clune, Morgan Lahiffe, Anthony Considine, John O' Loughlin, Gerard 
Mockler, Ian Carolan and Robert Kilkenny 
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Photo from our year 


